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* Fa MARKS 
1 ON THE 
DEFEN CE 


Preſent ADMINISTRAT FOR... 


T is obſerv'd by thoſe who 
attend the Old- Bail), that 
more Criminals are convict- 
ed by their own Evidence 
| than by the Teſtimony of 

thoſe who appear againſt them. And the 

- moſt infallible Method of diſcovering the 

real Deſigns, and knowing the very Hearts 
| of Mev, is to compare their Actions with 
| "4A" J | the 


21. 8 


(4) 
their Actions, and what drops from them 


on one Occaſion, with what they ſay on 
another. 


THE Defence of the Meaſures of the 
Adminiſtration, begins with an Acknow- 
ledgment, That the Out- cries and Complaints 
againſt them are loud and numerous. Had 


they given one Inſtance in Hiſtory, or 


Experience (for now the Miniſtry ſpeak 
themſelves) to ſhew that ever that was the 
Caſe, without ſubſtantial Grounds and 
Foundation, they had made one Step to- 
wards . ſatisfying ſome, and ſilencing 
others. "IS f 


THE long Continuance of one Man, 


or Set of Men in the Miniſtry, may indeed 


raiſe the Envy of the Few, the very Few, 
whoſe Birth, Fortune, and Parts entitle 


them to a Share in the Government; but 


while the Honour; and Intereſts of the Na- 


tion are entire, and ſecure from Danger, the 


Multitude, who have no other Concern 


in the Diſtribution of Court-Favours, than 


to ſee them beſtowed on Perſons of In- 
tegrity and Abilities, will never take Part 
with them; and conſequently the Out- cries 
and Clamour of theſe Few can never be 
loud and numerous. Let thoſe who oppos'd 


the 


(5) 


the Court in 1717, 1718, and 17919, re- 
flect how vain their Attempts were to ſtir 
up and engage the Clamour of the People 
againſt the Adminiſtration they labour'd 
to calumniate and deſtroy. 


SIN CE this Confeſſion, then, has drop'd 
from the Pens of theſe great Politicians, 
the Inference muſt neceſſarily be true, 
that there are Defects, there is a juſt Fun- 
dation, and that ſuch Out-cries make ſtrongly 
againſt: the Abilities and Merit of a Miniſtry ; 
and it confirms a juſt Obſervation, that 
the Opinion of the Multitude is ſeldom, 


if ever wrong. 


Bor what follows? < Hope and De- 
& pendance, which were their Supports at firſt, 


are chang d into Deſpair and Revenge, and 
« become their Obſtacles at laſt. 


Tris can relate only to Perſons upon 
whom a Miniſter has bountifully be ow'd 
Promiſes of Preferments and Rewards ; 
or to the Hopes and Dependance of the 
People, that he will ſerve his Country with 
Ability and Integrity. But if, to provide 
for, and enrich his Creatures and Relati- 

ons, he breaks his Faith to the firſt, ſhall 
not the World, with Juſtice, accuſe * 

| 0 
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of Baſeneſsland Perfidy ? And if through 
Want of Knowledge, or ſelfiſh and inte- 
reſted Views, he fails in the ſecond, ſhall 
not his Country require at his Hands the 
Injuries, the Loſſes,” and Inſults they have 
ſuffer'd, and ſhall his thread-bare Artifices 
and Expedients, for ever, ſcreen him from 
the diſmal Effects of an enrag'd and diſ- 
appointed People ? 
Tux ſomething of this Nature is 
dreaded, however it may be thought pro- 
per to diſſemble theſe Fears, ſeems very 
plain from the frank Acknowledgment of 
one in high Station, ſaid to be Author of 
the Obſervations on the Craftſman, publiſh'd 
in the Daily Courant of the 24th of De- 
cember, who concludes his Declamation 
with theſe remarkable Words. © As long 
* as ſuch Freedoms of Writing and Speak- 


Aing againſt the Meaſures of the Admi- 


* niſtration, are thought a neceſſary Part 
* of our Liberty, fo long, I hope, our 
* Repreſentatives will think a ſtanding 
Army a neceſſary Pare of our Conſtita+ 
< tion, * 63 Os 


TD e x us put theſe twotogether in their 
own Words. * The Popalarity, if not the 


NO OO "I 9” "OF" 8 — 


PM . 


* Def. p. 6. 


Authority 


Authority of the Miniſtry is leſſewd thro their 

long Continuance in the Adminiſtration ; and 
without a ſtanding Army they cannot be ſup- 
ported. MS | 


A moſt comfortable Proſpect to the Peo- 


ple of Great Britain, whatever Light they 
take it in. | 


I x is found expedient in this Defence 
to fix the Æra of the Miniſtry's Power, 
to the Term of the Treaty of Vienna, in 
1725. But if one Gentleman, who, without 
Offence, I hope, may be ſaid to bear no 
ſmall Share of the Merit of what has hap- 
nd ſince, will take the Trouble to look 
into the Date of his Commiſſion, he will 
find himſelf, T believe, of near four Years 
older ſtanding than he wiſhes, or at leaſt, 
cares to own at preſent. Upon due Re- 
flection he will find too, that Britain enjoy d 
all the Bleſſings of a profound Peace; 
that we lived in a ſtrict Union with the 
Emperour ; in good Terms with France 
and Spain; that our Trade flouriſh'd, and 
met with no Interruption ; that we had a 
ſtrong Intereſt in the Empire, independant 
of the Emperour ; that with . a much 
ſmaller Number of Forces than we have 
now, no foreign Troops in Exgliſb Pay, we 
were 


(8) 
were quiet at Home, and reſpected 


Abroad, when the Reins of Government 
drop'd into his Hands. 1 


THESE wnpropitions Incidents, theſe 
ominous Conjunttions , Koa weep of, the 
Cloud that was ready to break and burſt 
out Ruin upon Britain, muſt therefore have 
been ſuffer'd to gather and come to Matu- 
rity, during the Space of Time which is 
artfully ſunk in the Defence. 


WirTyH what Wiſdom our Affairs were 
then conducted, * what Opportunities were 
veglected, and whether the Meaſures enter d 
into were diſtructive, or not; how far our 
refuſing the ſole Mediation of a Peace 

detween the Emperour and Spain, and the 
Treatment of the Infanta, gave Occaſion 
and Provocation to this dangerous Treaty, 
has, at the Beginning of every Seſſion of 
Parliament, for theſe. four Years paſt, 

een in ſome Meaſure enquir'd into? And 
I leave it to the World to determine for 
what Reaſons it is now judg'd adviſeable, 


— 


(9) 
to deprive a great Mr of the Honour 


of having ſerv'd his Country during fo 
conſiderable a Space of Time. Certain it 


is, that, all that while, he was in the ſame 
high Station, which he ſtill enjoys. 


Wir what Truth then, with what 
Modeſty is it affirm'd (p. 27. ) Thar, 
4“ never was the Proteſtant Cauſe in 
general in more Danger, than the 
Gentlemen now in Power found it, ne- 
© yer was England nearer its Ruin, than 


“ on their Coming to the Head of Af 
„ | 


Bur to ſmother the Tranſactions of 
theſe Four Years, and, if poſſible, to bury 
them in Oblivion; to render meritorious 
the Conduct of the Adminiſtration, the 
late Miniſters are in this impartial Defence, 
moſt ſcandalouſly rraduced, and moſt in- 
famouſly ſlander'd. 


THe Wiſe, the Prudent, and ſteady 
Meaſures which they purſued, are treated 
as wild and extravagant, they are accus'd 
of Sloth and Negligence, * and of follow - 


* 


* 


9. $. 


ing 


(10) 
ing Counſels deſtructive to their Coun . 
and the Proteſtant Intereſt. 5 wy 


As they were not reputed only (as is 
ſaid here) but acknowledg'd to be Men 
of uperiour Parts and Learning, we are 
told (t)“ that it's a Doubt. whether 
e political Authors have not contributed 
<© more to make bad, than good Stateſ- 


men. 


Bur now rejoice, O happy Nation! 
« You are bleſsd with Men of ſuch 
Genius and Judgment, (* as are tru- 
„ly capable of applying the fine Rules 
„of theſe Authors! Who can diſtinguiſh 
„ preciſely how far they are true, and 
* when they ſuffer Exceptions. 


«IT is 4 good general Maxim, for In- 
® ſtance, to go to War rather than ſuffer 
* [olults ; y2t our great Politicians have diſ- 
covered that there are Caſes in which plain- 
* ly: nothing would be more miſchievous. 
They know, thank God, the Times and 
Seaſons of putting up Affronts, aad over- 
looking Injuries. O Fortanatam natam 
ö Horace, © Fl ES 


1 * 
— - OY: 2 — 5 44 * 
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IT 


(1) 

Ir would be Injurious to the Memory 
of theſe great Men, upon this Occaſion, 
when ſuch — Compariſons are made, to 
enter into a Juſtification of their Conduct; 
to mention the glorious Defeat of the 
Spaniſh Fleet; the overthrow of the Mi- 
niſter, whoſe daring and extenſive enter- 
prizes threatened all Europe with Blood 
and Confuſion, and occaſioned that ſhort 
liv'd Interruption of Amity (tho' not of 
our Commerce) with Spain, and their pro- 
curing to be replac'd in his Stead the 
Secretray of State, who was conſtantly 
attach'd to the Intereſt of England, their 
cloſe;; Adherence to the  Maxims of the 
grand Alliance, and wiſely Maintaining the 
mutual Confidence ſo Neceſſary to ſup- 
port it. Their Zeal in protecting the op- 
preſs d Proteſtants in the Empire, and the 
memorable Treaty of London, which, had 
not more conſumate Politicians ſucceeded 
them and overturn'd it, would have been 
an [everlaſting Bulwark to the Proteſtant 
Succeſſion, and the Liberty of Britain. 


TAESE Miniſters however, ſays this 
Gentleman, in a very reproachful Man- 
ner, contriv'd the Quarrel with Spain, and 
the South- Sea 


Bu T, 
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Bur, did he underſtand any other 
Language beſides his own, I could help 
him to a ſhort Hiſtory of theſe Times, 
writ by a Foreigner, that would ſhew 
him at once (for at that Time, perhaps, 
he was not in the Secret) the dangerous 
Tendency of Alberonis Schemes, the ſur- 
prizing Succeſs of his Preparations to ex- 
ecute them, and the fignal Proofs theſe 
Miniſters gave, on that Occaſion, of their 
Intrepidity, the wiſe, the noble, and diſ- 
intereſted Sentiments that ſhind thro? 
nw whole Conduct. 


H E would Seed by the by; in that 
Hiſtory an Exgliſb Miniſter, like an old 
Roman, equally . for the Cabinet 
and the Field; the firſt in expoſing him- 
elf to the Mercy of the Waves, and the 
Eire of the Spaniards, to animate the 
French Troops, and ſetting the firſt Torch 
to the Magazines and naval Stores of a 
Prince, Who had, too raſhly, dar'd to de- 
clare himſelf an Enemy to his King, and 
to his Country. He would ſee likewiſe 
the | deſpicable Efforts of Rage and 
| ——— ſet forth in their live- 
Jieſt . Colours, and the Names of ſome, 

Who 


\ 


. Cny)) 
who envy'd, tho? they never could rival 
the Glory of theſe Miniſters, in conſtant 
Oppoſition to the Intereſt and Honour of 
the N ation. 


Tux 3 found the Source 
of all theſe Calumnies, this low and un- 
enen; Detraction. 


Bu 1 cannot the Meaſures of the ad: 
miniſtracioa _ be are wes without _ 
„and Aſperſin Memory of the 
Dead ? And have . great Men, who 
deſery'd ſo well of their Country, no 
Friend left who has Influence enough to 
in aM—— I Pamphlet, ſuch 
falſe and unprofitable Abuſe ? If this be 
the Cafe, the World will ſtill be of O- 
kauen, that pointing out one Gentle- 
man, as the whole A iſtration, does 
« not proceed from MOINS. but from 
« * Truth. 


| bak bave heard too, that the Schemes of 
& certain Gentleman in Concert with the 
Bank, which muſt have ended in the ſame 
Manner as the Project that was gone into, 


. che e under an ab lute Ne- 
* 1 5 2 - ceſfity 


—— — —— —— ͤ—E—m ä＋ 4ä— ůͤ —— 
* 
. 


by the South-Sea. NO | in the. Year; 


(%% 
ceſſity of ſupporting the Propoſals made 


1720. | 4 


5 B UT _ World does not ſo egregi- 
« ouſly miſtake the Talents and Cha- _ 
“ racers of Men, as ever to forget his 
ce. Method of delivering us from the 
« Calamities of that Year, by Virtue of 
« the memorable. Bargain between theſe 
« Two: Companies, contrivd, tranſacted, 
« witneſs'd, and declar d void 2 ihe Means 


« of the bv Jon Peres. 


In a Word, it may truly 10 ſaid mut 
the late Miniſters found the Proteſtant 
Cauſe in emminent Danger, and that 
they left it in great Security. But Blun- 
dering was never heard of in the Days 
of S- d, and 8 7 esa 


Tux Firſt Inſtance this Gentleman 
gives of the Vigilance and Succeſs of the 
preſent Miniſtry, in tracing out, and 
effectually diſcovering that great Event, 


the Alliance between the Emperor and 


Spain, is really diverting, and much mi 


be ſaid upon that Head. But I ſhall 


content my ſelf way putting him in 
| Mind 


615) | 

Mind of the Surprize and Confuſion, 
that broke out in the Countenances of 
ſome, upon the firſt certain Accounts of 
that Treaty. How long was that before 
Count S——- g had Orders to notify it 
to his late Majeſty; or had theſe vigilant 
and ſucceſsful Gentlemen, in getting into 
4 the Cabinets of Princes, ſeen a Copy of 
it *till it was communicated to them in 
Form by that Ambaſſador. 


A great Pother is here made about the 
Honour due to .thoſe whoſe happy Applica- 
tions to the Intereſts, Tempers, and Under- 
ſtanding of Men prevented France from giv- 
ing into the Views of. our Enemies, as they are 
call d, and of curbing the Warlike Diſpoſitions 
of. the Cardinal de Fleuri. 


H x, without Diſpute, He alone, whoſe 
' Peerleſs Art, Politeneſs, and Addreſs effected 
this great Work, was capable to diſſuade 
a French Miniſter from forwarding a 
Match which would have united, under 
the ſame Monarch, Spain and the Empire; 
or (if the Author of the Enquiry coin'd 
a — to frighten us) to contribute in any 
Reſpe& towards the Aggrandizement of 
the Houſe of Auſtria. According to' the- 


Syſtem 


(16) 

Syſtem of Politicks lately diſcover'd, it is, 
| and perhaps, always was the Intereſt of France 
ſo to do. But then he, the ſame he, who 

lugg'd about the Cardinal like a Pair = 
„kept Fraxce from accedei 
Treaty contriv'd by Spain, and purc 450 
at ſo extravagant a Price, chiefly to be 
reveng'd of Hance, for the Affront given 
nn (ending back the Infanta, in the ſhock- 
"7 Manner it was done. This I pre- 
ſume, cannot be ſaid to be among theſe 
& Things which any Perſon might have done 
>, 4s well, no Sir, give me leave to aſſure 
+ that it is na eaſj Thing to —_— a, once 


| * Manner. MA 


Nox was the Adminiſtration, gays 
our Author, * _— the Progreſs. of 
. theſe "alutary and arduous Negotiations, 
regardleſs of the Intereft of the Nation i in 
other ReſpeQs. | 


 HOSIER was ſent with a Fleet to 
the Weſt-Indies, © The Scheme was, not 
* to make ourſelves Maſters of the —_— 


BAT | 


J. 5 we RY 
e 


"of - 
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of the Galleons, tho? we had it in our 
„Power, but to ſuffer our Ships to rot 
there; This was neceſſary : And to allow 
« Part of the Treaſure to paſs thro? our 
Squadron, whilſt Gibraltar was beſieg'd ; 
« This was Politick, For great Care was taken 
& not to injure our Enemies, or aggravate 
Matters by any malicious Hoſtility; bat 
te rather bearing ſome ſmall Violences, ſuch as 
the Siege of Gibraltar, and taking our 
© Merchants Ships wherever they met them. 
„This unprecedented Conduct ſprung, 
** ſurely, from the beſt and weighteſt Reaſons 
. 4 that Wiſdom itſelf could dictate. 


E x fo malicious is the wicked World 
as to turn this moſt. profound Wiſdom 
into Ridicule ; and ſo impudent are ſome 
as. to call it downright Blundering and 
Folly. But theſe raſh Men do not con- 
ſider that the Folly of Miniſters is prefer- 
able to the Wiſdom of thoſe who have 
no Title to dive into the Miſteries of the 
Adminiſtration. | 


T x Idleneſs of prying into Things 
above our Reach is plainly evinc'd in this 
impartial Defence. It is prov'd, to a De- 

monſtr ation, 


(18) 
monſtration, & that thro' this whole 
Scene, France has been our Bubble. Their 
Arms, their Embaſſies, and their Treaſures 
© have been all this while, according to this 
Author, employd in our Service, If this 
is ſo, I humbly beg Leave to ask how it 
came to paſs that France refus'd to declare 
War againſt Spain, when ſo 3 
inſiſted upon by the Favourite Ambaſſador 
The Siege of Gibraltar, if Credit is to be 
given to what he ſays, was Caſus Fæderis, 
by Virtue of a Declaration he prevai'd 
with them to ſign ſome. Months before 
that Siege happen d? Net ſome have had 
the Impudence to affirm, that he was 
laugh'd at and ridicuPd by the French Mi- 
niſters, when he ſeem' d to be ſtartled at 
their Refuſal to fulfil their Engagement. 
And if their Treaſures were employ'd 
for our Service, how came we to pay 
Part of the Subſidy to the Daniſh Troops, 
which, in Conſequence of the Treaty 
of Hanover, France was to be at all the 
Charge of ? KUIMTIDA : 


Tu o' theſe be Facts, the Queſtions 
may nevertheleſs be very idle and imper- 
tinent. - Totes? 2 


— 1 e 2 
— 


p. 25. 
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Bo t, had the Hench, in reality, been 
as much our Dapes, as we are given to 
underſtand, is it prudent at this Time to 
tell them ſo? I can conceive the Meaning 
of pretending © That our Intereſts and poli- 
ve tick Views are ſo interwoven and blended 
& it theirs, that it is ſcarce poſſible for us 
to differ, or ſeperate. That Part of the 
Pamphlet, skilfully tranſlated, and tranſ- 
mifted to France, on a proper Occaſion, 
might, for a Time, palliate other Views, 
and with the Help of ſtrong Aſſeverations, 
keep Matters right there, till Submiſſions 
for former Ill-uſage, and the Power of 
Eztreatits procur'd us a new Ally. The 
« firſt therefore I cannot think neceſſary ; 
« the laſt may perhaps be. Politick. 


48 jo the Weight and Credit the Mi. 
E miſter is ſaid to have in the Councils of 
© France,” I humbly beg leave to offer 
this Caution; That One of the Articles 
of Impeachment , againſt the Duke of 
Suffolk was, His having made his Boaſts, 
c in Preſence of many Lords, that his In- 
4 fluence and Credit at the Court of France, 

„Was no leſs than at that of Eugland. 


C . Tm1s 


| 
| 
. 
| 
| 


( 20 ) 


T HXr1s therefore I take to be an Over- 


ſight of the Copyer, or a Typographical 
Error. 15 


Bu T much Labour is beſtow*d to con- 
Vince us that one of the chief Cares of 
the Miniftry has been to reduce the Pow- 


er of the Emperour. *Till now I have 


always been accuſtomed to hear. and did 


really believe that the Power of the Houſe 


of Auſtria was conſtantly Beneficial, and 


never could be hurtful to Britain. But 
that, I ſuppoſe, is one of theſe anti- 


quated Machiavilian Maxims which the 


Syſtem of Politicks, now in Vogue, has 
but quite out of Date. 


To this Syſtem we owe a Leſſon en- 
tirely new, that the Conduct of Nations 
towards Nations, is founded upon the 
ſtrong Ties of Gratitude and Obligations. 
* I muſt likewiſe acknowledge my ſelf 
a thorough Infidel to this refin'd Way 
ot thinking; and as all Confidence a- 
mong the antient Allies of England is 
now loſt, and, by this Defence, ſeems to 


—— 
1 1 


— 


621) 
be utterly laid aſide and diſregarded; 
and conſequently the grand Alliance, 
which, 'till now, I have thought the only 
Security of the Proteſtant Succeſſion, and 
the Liberty of Britain, is broke and diſ- 
ſolv'd; I muſt ſtill hope that the new Se- 
curity, which we are told, we have got 
in the Room of it, reſts upon ſtronger 
and more ſolid Foundations, than the 
Gratitude of Spain for a Treaty unexecnted, 
and Advantages not yet obtain'd ; or the 
imaginary Influence and Credit of any 
Miniſter in the Meaſures and Councils 
| of tr ance, "20 


POST: 


= 


POSTSCRIPT, 


" Muſt beg Leave to ask one more 
Queſtion. In giving an Account of the 
trifling Expence we have been at, in pur- 
chaſing the happy Situation, the bleſſed 
Security we enjoy, it is ſaid that, beſides 
the Powers of the North, (Smeden and 
Denmark, 1 know, we pay, and the Muſ- 
covites —— are a barbarous Sort of a Na- 
tion) the Prateſtant Eftates of the Empire 
are cigſely united for the Support of Exg- 


land. 


THE Heſſians and the Duke of Wolf- 
embutel we are well acquainted with, and 

we have heard of the King of ' Pruſſia, 
and the Saxons ; but it would give vaſt Sa- 
tisfaction to know where the Territories 


of theſe other Princes, and Eſtates are 
ſituated. | 


— 
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8 NC E the foregoing Remarks were 
O publiſh'd, another Miniſterial Piece 
has appear'd, EntitPd, Conſiderati ons on 
the Preſent State of Affairs in Europe, and 
T cannot help taking Notice of ſome new 
Things it contains. 


W are told by the Defender to what 
Degree France has been our Bubble, and 
we have now Aſſurances, of unconteſta- 
ble Authority, that we trick'd Spain into 
the Treaty of Seville, + by making ar- 
rant Dupes of the Imperial Miniſters. | 


Ix is indeed wonderful, that a Truth 
ſo Honourable and Advantagious to the 
Adminiſtration, ſhould have been ſunk 
and ſuppreſs'd in a Pamphlet, publiſh'd 
at the Opening of the laſt Seſſion of 
Parliament, writ by an intimate Friend 


—— — — 


r TY 


IT + Conſiderations, Cc. p. 30, 31. N 
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and Aequaintance of this Author, and 
EatitPd, The Treaty of Seville and the 
Meaſures that have been taken for the four 
laſt Tears impartially conſider d. But how. 
ever that is, I hope, Hiſtorians will now 
give over making that injurious Remark 

that England looſes more by Treaties ' 
than ſhe gains by Wars. 


I T is to be hop'd too, that the Court 

of Vienna will not endeavour to return 
the Compliment and make Repriſals in the 
Treaty, now ſaid to be on Foot, and that 
there never will be the leaſt Foundation 
for calling this Treaty another Tempora - 
ry Expedient. . 


. TIT is likewiſe to be hop'd that the 
- Mifunderſtanding about the Schedula for 
the South Sea-Ship, and the Time of the 
Fair ; and the Works lately begun at 
Giberaltar, did not proceed from the Spani- 
ards opening their Eyes and Beginning to 
be ſenſible that they were too eaſily 
| Wheedled into the Treaty of Seville. Ws 
Bur as our being forſaken by the 
French, abandon'd by the Dutch, _—_— 
© Fe r 
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by Spain, and the World; in a Word, 
thrown into utter Confuſion, * depends 
upon the Heſſians being continued, no 
Man, who has the Intereſt, or Honour of 


his Country at Heart, can, ſurely be 
againſt it. | 


* Conſider. p. 52. 


